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23 December 1856

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte presided and for
which he served as clerk, a Mr. Drost was admonished to discontinue his begging. The deacons were to investigate
to determine what his financial needs were. The congregation approved the parochial school and on the first
Sunday of the month, a collection would be taken for the school. Elder Labots reported that a Schrotenboer gave
occasion for critics to speak "evil of the pastor." Four elders were appointed to meet with the Graafschap
congregation to discuss the matter.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland, vol. II, pp 42-43.
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for them. This cannot be assured in the case of the district school. That will be
particularly evident when the school is split, which very likely will take place. The
number of children in the above-mentidened school would not be lessened. Rev. van
Raalte indicates that he has the hopé/that in a parochial school the younger children will
be instructed by female teachgrs./ Up to now, the girls, alas, have been neglected. They
would then be influenced ppáitively in their intellectual education and also in specifically
feminine tasks. He presetits this proposal in order that the religious instruction will be
more powerfully adyaifced. This departure from the district school would help them in
their task with th7growing young males. He proposes that the expenses be covered by a
monthly collection in the congregation and a moderate tuition charge for the children. He
suggests thadhe Board of Education be approached for some assistance. His proposal is
approve nrianimously, and it is decided to seek the approbation of the congregation for
this p,Jdh at a public meeting.
The meeting was closed with prayer and thanksgiving by Broek.
A. C. van Raalte

Meeting Held on December 23, 1856
, Present were Elders Apeldoorn, Broek, Hekhuis, Keppel, Labots; Deacons te Roller,
Wilterdink; and Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer.
ARTICLE 2 — Mr. Drost appeared at the meeting to inform the assembly about his needs.
He had been invited to appear. The consistory admonishes him to discontinue his
begging. He is informed that such conduct is in conflict with God's will. The deacons
were instructed to investigate the matter and, if necessary, to assist him financially.
ARTICLE 3 — The congregation, has approved the proposal for the institution of a local
congregational school.
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It was decided that a monthly collection will be taken for this cause. By an unanimous
vote, the first Sunday in the month was set aside for this purpose.
ARTICLE 4 — Brother Labots, as a member of the committee to Graafscha4p, informs the
assembly that Brother Schrotenboer acknowledges that he has given opportunity to critics
to speak evil against the pastor. However, he declares that he is prepared to make
confession of this. This confession has not yet taken place, and consequently Labots,
Broek, Keppel, and Ploeg were delegated to meet with the Graafschaktp people. If this
request is rejected, neighboring congregations and at least two ministers will be
appointed to handle the matter.
ARTICLE 5 — A discussion ensued concerning various ways to make the church warmer.
It was decided to do additional carpenter work, including better protection at the doors
and to make a warm water hose.
ARTICLE 6 — It was decided that the renting of seating in the church will not be for less
than 25 cents. Those who are too poor will be permitted to indicate their financial need,
and they will be released of the responsibility for payment.
ARTICLE 7 — The third Sunday in March there will be a collection for the Board of
Education.
ARTICLE 8— The brethren Labots and Koppel were appointed to review the financial
reckoning of the deacons, as well as the building find.
The meeting was closed by D. te Roller.
A. C. van Raalte
Meeting of January 6, 1856 (should be 1857)
Present were Labots, Ploeg, Apeldoorn, Wilterdink, Hekhuis, and Keppel; Deacons te
Roller, de Vries, and Wilterdink; and Rev. van Raalte
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
The minutes of the two previous meetings were approved.
ARTICLE 2 — It was decided that Brother Ploeg will teach the catechism classes during
the absence of Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 3 — A complaint was received concerning a member, Mr. Bloemers, who has
accused the consistory of being thieves. It was decided to visit him as soon as the pastor
has returned.

